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Engineered Stone: An Emerging Threat

Quartz surface imports to the United States, 2008-2018
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Common symptoms

*Cough
*Shortness of breath
* Chest tightness or pain
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OSHA Silica Standard for Employers

* Determine amount of exposure
* Action level: 25pg/m3

* Permissible Exposure
Limit: 50ug/m3

* Use dust controls and safer work
measures

* Written exposure control plan
« Train workers on health effects
« Offer medical exams

* Keep records of exposures and
medical exams

RCS Exposure (ug/m3)

47 companies with >1exposure measurements

24 (51%) had =1 exposures above the PEL

7 (15%) had 21 exposures between the AL and PEL
16 (34%) had all exposures below the AL

Exposure Category

I Above PEL (50 pg/m®
I Between AL and PEL
B Below AL (<25 pg/m?)

24 (51%) 7(15%) 16 (34%

Surasi et al. A/M. 2022‘65 (9):701-7.

Worker interviews (n=92)

*Young (< 40)

* < 4 years at work

*% cutting stone dry

*no silica medical exams

Spiegel et al. A//M. 2022; doi: 10.1002/ajim.23432.

ebruary 6, 2024




